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Septic Tank Absorption Melds ST i R

The Soil Conservation Service provides, through its soil surveys, interpretations of soil limitations pertaining to
certain land activities. These interpretations have been helpful to planners and developers of communities,
recreation facilities, housing projects, and transportation routings as well as individual citizens concerned with
the wise handling of their land. Three degrees of limitations have been established and are defined as follows:

Slight - the soil is relatively free of problems related to the intended use.

Moderate - the soil possesses certain limitations which generally can be overcome with
good management and careful design.

Severe - the soil is poor enough to make intended use questionable, and extreme

management and costly design are frequently required.

A septic tank absorption field is a subsurface system of tile or perforated pipe that distributes effluent from a
septic tank into the natural soil. The centerline depth of the tile is assumed to be at a depth of 24 inches. The
limitation ratings were based on soil depths of 24 to 60 inches. The soil properties and site features considered
in establishing a rating are those that affect the absorption of the effluent, the construction and maintenance of
the system, and public heaith. The soil properties and site features have been grouped into three categories on
the map, namely hydrological factors, geological factors, and other factors. Hydrological factors include such
items as permeability, seasonal high water table, and susceptibility to flooding; whereas, geological factors involve
such features as slope and depth to bedrock. Other factors relate to a variety of items not included under
hydrological or geological condi-
tions. Percolation tests are used
by some regulatory agencies to
evaluate the suitability of a soil
for a septic tank absorption
field. Percolation rates do not
correspond to permeability rates
since they are measured by
different rates. Generally soils
that percolate at rates faster
than 45 minutes per inch
function satisfactorily, between
45 and 60 minutes per inch have
moderate limitations, and less
than 60 minutes per inch
possess severe limitations."
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